[The concept of biologic progression in metastatic cancer of the prostate hormonally treated].
A total of 110 patients with hormone-treated metastatic prostate cancer were monitored quarterly with serial PSA determinations. At the first control, 6 patients had progressed clinically, 5 of which had decreased PSA ranging between 9-77%. After a period of response, 69 patients progressed clinically, of which 1 showed no elevation of PSA levels, 14 showed progression concurrent with PSA increase, and 54 showed a period of gradual elevation of PSA over a range of 2-31 months. The probability of biological progression when the first rise occurred ranged between 72-96%, which after a second increase ranged between 92-100%, and all patients with three consecutive increases progressed clinically.